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Ailene sends two exchange students
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by Grant Blank

Roseville is (and has been for
the past several years) the center
of illegal drug traffic for the
northern suburbs and most of St.
Paul,

Sources indicate Roseville is
probably more turned ontodrugs
than any other suburb inthe Twin
Cities, One highly reliable source
said, of the two or three biggest
pushers, that he knew of in the
Twin Cities, alllived in Roseville
and had gone to Ramsey.

Several kinds of drugs are
floating around Ramsey at the
present time, The most common
drugs are Marijuana (known as
pot or grass) and Methedrine
(speed). The supply of grass how-
ever is dropping rapidly, evid-
ently due to a drying up of
sources of supply on the West
Coast,

Acid (LSD) and smack (heroine)
are also available, but only in
small quantities. At the present
time there isn’t much of a mar-
ket for either one.

IDS

Drugs seem to be mainly con-
centrated in the younger age
brackets, One source estimated
that there are more sophomores
presently using drugs than there
are juniors or seniors, Further,
right now there is a concentra-
tion of drugs moving into the
Junior high school.

Several measures are pre-
sently being introduced in an at-
tempt to control the drug pro-
blem.,

At the district level there is
a new program going into effect,
It will be divided into three basic
areas:

1,) The district is forming a
community drug council tobetter
educate the community at large.
(note: the PTA is also starting
its own-drug education program,
but this is entirely separate from
the district’s education pro-
gram),

2,) A program in drug use is
being prepared for the teachers,
“Most of the teachers went to

by Kathy Haggerty

Paul Hettenback and Anne
Morse, both seniors from Abilene
Kansas, will arrive tomorrow,

April 4, for a twoweek visit
to Ramsey, and St, Paul,

Abilene is a city of less than
8000 people, about a fourth of the
size of Roseville, The high school
in Abilene contains about 600
kids from grades 9-12,

Paul and Anne are the second
phase of an exchange program
with Abilene. Linda Kampff and
Tim Heil, both Ramsey seniors,
were sent to Abilene in early
March,

The reactions of Tim and Linda
on return from their exchange

" Drugs belong to a
different culture and
| do't really think
teachers understand
drugs and the drug

culture. Like the
community they
need education."

Sosleslaatesleste

Discussions, movies replace books

by Karen Jarvis

When the last third hour bell
rings students file intothe class=-
rooms and sit mechanically in
their assigned seats, The teacher
takes role and tells the students
their assignments,

The Independent Directed Stu-
dies Class (IDS) is different, The
students are required todoacer-
tain amount of work but for the
most part they choose what they
want to do. For the IDS students,
education is taken out of the text
education is taken out of the
textbook and put into contemp-
orary life,

Speakers and movies are
brought in about current'prob-
lems; Vietnam, The Arab-Isreali
War, welfare, and pollution.

The teachers, Victorine and
White, direct the discussions and
also help the students with any
problems they have in or out of
school.

IDS was formed in 1968 for stu-
deints who don’t like of can’t
¢adjust’’ to the regular class-
room set-ups.

Gustafson explained how IDSis
different from other classes.

¢You can show your own ex-
pression. You don’t have to hide
anything. It’s good this way. You
get a lot of things off your mind.?’

“The students that come out of
here are ahead.’’ Gustafson con-

tinued, ‘“We know what the out-
side world is like, we hear dif-
ferent people’s attitudes. You sit
in history class and learn about
the past and not the future. It’s
a big step when you get out of
high school.
high school.

Grant Boyd, another IDS stu-
dent likes IDS because no one
bothers him about assignments.

“You can study if you want
to but you don’t have to. No
one’s on your back all the time,””

Gustafson believes that the IDS
program should be extended toall
program should be extended to
all other classes except math,

““Teachers shouldn’t tell the
students what to do, The students
should organize the class because
the students have to organize
their lives, Some of these teach-
ers should be kicked out because
they’re not totally honest with the
students, If they have health
teachers whoteach sex education,
they should be experienced.’’

Student assistant Jan Clark
said “The students are more
alert and more open. Everyone
is more honest, kids have amore
realistic view of life..

The IDS students have had some
trouble from teachers. catching
them in the halls without passes.

“They’re jealous because we
get away from their classes,’’
pointed out Gustafson.

In one corner of the IDS room
four students were playing 500
Rummy, Some where else a small
group of students were having a
discussion of sex. People were
walking around. The teachers
were talking to individual stu=
dents. One boy was demanding
that the rules be changed so he
could graduate,

“I have 15 1/2 credits, but
only 14 1/2 credits this year,
Squeak and Gooding want me to
go to summer school.””

One student was sleeping on a
desk, He said he was tired and
didn’t want to do anything but
said he would participate when
there was something that inter-
ested him,

¢Yesterday we had a fantastic
argument,” he smiled, ‘there
was real expression,’’

¢At first the teachers didn’t
give us an explanation of IDS
like school usually does, but it
has worked out really good,”
concluded Gustafson,

¢“Please come back next Wed,
and hear our speaker on wel-
fare,”’

NN AL NPT

DRUGS: wrat is being done about it

trip to Abilene, Kansas, could
easily be mistaken as the review
of a fantastic play, rock festival
or anything you would consider
¢fabulous.’’

¢‘Super!??, “Really great!”?, ‘A
gas!?’, and an emphatic ¢Sure
did!?’ in answer to ¢Did you feel
it was worth while??’, head the
list of exclamations Tim and
Linda used while reminicing their
stay in Abilene,

be shown the sights in St. Paul,
although Tim wants to keep that
kind of activity to a minimum,
Tim and Linda hope Ramsey can
give the Abilene students a good
taste of the social life we have.
Tim and Linda’stripto Abilene
was sponsecored by Canteen Coun-

3,) The district is thinking of
a cirriculum change particularly
in the Junior high and element-
ary schools, There is also a slight
chance that the senior high health
class cirriculum will be changed.

Most users don’t believe that
the schools can do much beyond
stopping a few marginal users
who would have probably quit
anyway.

One Ramsey student put it
this way, “There are in Am-
erican society, especially in the
suburban high school areas, two
cultures that exist side by side,
There is the normal social cul-
ture that everyone thinks of au-
tomatically when they think of
the suburbs and there is the
social deviants, whoused to come
out of the lower classes and the
poor.

Until the schools understand
why these deviants now come out
of the middle class they’ll never
be able to do anything about
the dope problem,”’

A survey was recently admin-
istered throughout the district
(as well as in parochial schools
in the community) in an at-
tempt to discover the full scope
of the drug problem., However,
as Carten said, ‘the survey will'
show what people are willing to
say about drugs, not necessary-
ily the truth about them,?’

The survey may also be in-
accurate in the sense that its
not precise enough, For example,
concerning the question; ‘“When
did you last use Marijuana??’,
the answer covering the least
period of time was ¢1-3 weeks,”’
One knowledgable drug user es--
timated that as many as 200
students at Ramsey could have
checked an answer reading
‘“Within the past 2 hours,?*

At Ramsey itself several new
ideas are being tried in additién
to the normal ‘drugs unit in the
sophomore health classes,

cil after its presentation to Stu-
dent Council was voted down.
Anne and Paul are being spon-
sored by four civic groups in
Abilene,

Ramsey’s students Tim and
Linda, spent every minute in
Abilene participating in planned
activities, which began with being
met by a group of Abilene stu-
dents, followed by a beer party
in the park (not an unusual event
since the lawful drinking age is
18) and then a welcome party
at a student’s house.

Both Tim and Linda empha=-
tically feel that their trip was
worthwhile and the Ramsey
should continue an exchange pro-
gram in the future.
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Under the unofficial direction
of Richard St. Germain, assis
tant principal, a s tudent
committee and a faculty com
mittee have been set up for the
purpose of looking into new ap-
proaches to the problem.

Next fall several ideas from
these committees will probably
be incorperated into Ramseys’
schedule. One of these will be a
mini-course on drugs,

A schoolwide “Youth Eniér-
gency Service’’ is being planned
at Ramsey to serve as a proto-
type for the entire district. This
will serve as a special council
ling and referral service for
students who contact it with a
particular problem.

Another approach that might be
tried is an all-day ‘drug forum,
similar tothe pollution forum that
has been set up for April 21,
No one however seems to be
exactly sure whether this has

been approved or not, so there
is some doubt as to when it will
take place, if at all.

Besides t h'e efforts o f the
school at large there is a
great deal of unofficialdrug coun~
selling between students and cer-
tain teachers. More than one
teacher believes that this type
of close personal counselling is
the only really effective means
of combating the use of drugs.

If any of these new programs
will, effectively cut down on the
number of users or even prevent
other students from starting re-
mains to be seen, Cynicism runs
high among many persons con-
nected with the drug scene as
to whether any sort of program
that the district of the school
may introduce will be effective,

Computer club offers help

There’s now an opportunity for
a computer to be at the ser-
:rices of the students and facul-
V.
kamsey Computer Activity
(RCA) is willing to tackle pro-
blems that might be brought to
them, RCA can precess project
qata,te;tri:polate expenses, sort-
ing students grades, and graphi
“toughies,”” ’ i
Eldon Eddy explained that the
service. is free and that the rea-.
son the sevice is offered is be-

cause RCA “has run out of things
to do.,”” RCA has done a lot
of statistics programming and
some work for the guidance office
this year.

Eddy went on to say that the
average person probably doesn’t
know whether a computer will
help him with his particular pro-
blem, However, he urges students
to bring their problems to him
,in room 254 or seeDave Messer,,
junior; Dave Venne,, junior; or
Bob Williams, senior.




